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Source: http://www.csus.edu/hhs/nrs/programs/undergraduate/traditional/
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• 12-18 month accelerated Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing 

• didactic and clinical curriculum 

• ideal for students who want fastest route to licensure 

• usually requires HESI A2 or TEAS for admission

Accelerated B.S.n.

DAVIS Accelerated BSN 
(12 - 18 months)

NCLEX 
R.N. licensure

R.N. experience Additional nursing degree(s)



ABSN Nursing Programs in California
Below is a snapshot of information and admissions requirements for ABSN programs in California. Please note that 
requirements are subject to change. Check all program websites before applying. 

Name of Program Location Class Size Degree Awarded Health Care 
Experience Hours

Exam Application 
Deadline

Start Date Program Length GPA LOR Prerequisite 
Expiration

Concordia University
Accelerated BSN 
(ABSN)

Irvine 33
Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

None None
Summer: Jan 15
Fall: June 1

Summer & Fall 15 months 3.0 2 letters
Science: 5 years
Nutrition: 7 years
Other: No expiration

CSU Fullerton
Accelerated BSN

Fullerton 24
Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None
Mentor App: Nov 30
SON App: Jan 15

Fall 2 years
3.0
non-science C or better
science B- or better

None Not specified. 

CSU Long Beach
Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing

Long Beach 70
Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

None TEAS
Spring: Sept 10
Fall: Feb 10

Spring & Fall 2.5 years
3.0
B or better

None Not specified. 

CSU Northridge
Accelerated Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing 
(A-BSN) Program

Los Angeles Not specified
Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None November 30 Fall 15 months
3.0
C or better

None 7 years

CSU San Marcos
Accelerated BSN

Temecula
San Marcos

50
Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

None TEAS
Summer: Dec 2
Fall: Mar 17

Summer & Fall 2 years
2.5
2.75 prerequisites
C or better

None Not specified. 

CSU Los Angeles
Accelerated 
Bachelor's of Science 
in Nursing (Formerly 
Entry Level Masters)

Los Angeles 30
Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

Non-RN health care 
experience is strongly 
encouraged

TEAS January 10 Summer 15 months
3.0
C or better
prerequisites B or better

2 letters Not specified. 

San Francisco State 
University
Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing (BSN)

San Francisco Not specified
Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

Health-related, 
multicultural, multi-
linguistic fluency s 
highly recommended

TEAS

Fall
Mentor app: Nov 30 
CAS: Jan 15
Spring
Mentor ap: Aug 31
CAS: Sep 5

Fall & Spring 2 years
3.0
C or better

None Not specified. 

CSU Stanislaus
Accelerated Second 
Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing

Stockton 30
Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

TEAS June 1 Fall 18 months
3.0
C or better

None Not specified. 

Loma Linda 
University
BA/BS to BS in 
Nursing

Loma Linda Not specified
Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

TEAS & 
Critical Thinking 

Test

Fall: Mar 31
Winter: Aug 15
Spring: Nov 1

Fall, Winter, & 
Spring

2-3 years
3.3
prerequisites C or better

3 letters;
(2 academic)

Science: 5 years

Mount Saint Mary's 
College
Accelerated BSN 
Program

Los Angeles 40
Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None
Fall: Mar 1
Summer: Oct 15

Fall & Summer 12 months
3.0
prerequisites C or better

2 letters Science: 5 years

Samuel Merritt 
University
Accelerated BSN

San Mateo
Sacramento
Oakland

48 per term 
at each 

campus; or 
approx 336 

per year

Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

HESI A2 See website
Fall, Spring, & 
Summer

12 months
3.0
3.0 science

2 letters Not specified. 

Last updated 11/28/16
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• also known as “direct-entry” Master’s of Science in Nursing 

• 2+ years 

• can include specialization 

• usually requires GRE or HESI A2 for admission

Entry-Level M.S.n.

DAVIS ELMSN 
(2-4 years)

NCLEX 
R.N. licensure

R.N. experience  
in specialty

Post-Master's Certificate 
or Doctorate Program

N.P. 
C.N.L. 
C.N.S.



Source: https://www.samuelmerritt.edu/nursing/elms_nursing

https://www.samuelmerritt.edu/nursing/elms_nursing


Source: https://nursing.vanderbilt.edu/msn/postmasters_certificate/index.php

https://nursing.vanderbilt.edu/msn/postmasters_certificate/index.php


ELMSN Nursing Programs in California
Below is a snapshot of information and admissions requirements for ELMSN/MEPN programs in California. Please note that 
requirements are subject to change. Check all program websites before applying. 

Name of Program Location Class Size Degree 
Awarded

Health Care 
Experience Hours

Exam Application 
Deadline

Start Date Program Length GPA LOR Prerequisite 
Expiration

Specialty 
Offered

Azusa University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

Azusa
Inland Empire
San Diego

Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

None None
Fall: Nov 1
Spring: Mar 1
Summer: July 1

Fall, Spring, & 
Summer

4 years
3.0
3.0 science

3 letters;
2 professional
1 personal

Not specified. Yes

California Baptist 
University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

Riverside 40
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

PAX-RN December 1 Summer 3.5 - 4 years
3.0
C or better

3 letters;
1 personal
1 academic
1 employer

None No

Charles R Drew 
University of 
Medicine and 
Science

Los Angeles Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

None HESI A2
Fall: Mar 1
Spring: Sep 1
Summer: Feb 1

Fall, Spring, & 
Summer

2 years
3.0
prerequisites B or better

3 letters 5 years CNL

Samuel Merritt 
University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

Oakland
Sacramento

54 CM
66 FNP

Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

HESI A2
Fall: Dec 1
Spring: July 1

Fall & Spring ~2 - 3 years
3.0
3.0 science
prerequsites C or better

2 letters;
1 academic
1 healthcare 
professional

Not specified. Yes

San Francisco State 
University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

San Francisco Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

GRE February 1 Fall 3 years
3.0
prerequisites C or better

3 letters;
min 1 from 
healthcare 
experience

Not specified. Yes

UCD
Masters Entry 
Program in Nursing

Sacramento Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None August 1 Summer 2 years
3.0
2.7 science
prerequisites C or better

3 letters;
academic & 
professional

7 years No

UCLA
MSN – Masters Entry 
Clinical Nurse 
(MECN)

Los Angeles 50
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

None None November 1 Fall 2 years
3.0
prerequisites C or better

3 letters Not specified. CNL

UCSF
Masters Entry 
Program in Nursing

San Francisco 60
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Evidence of volunteer 
or work experience in 
a hospital/clinical 
setting

GRE September 1 Fall 3 years 3.0
4-5 letters;
academic & 
professional

Statistics: 3 years Yes

University of San 
Diego
Master's Entry 
Program in Nursing 
(for non-RNs)

San Diego Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Minimum 100 hours 
volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting.

None November 1 Fall 2 years
3.0
science B or better

3 letters;
academic & 
professional

None CNL

USF
Master of Science in 
Nursing for Non-
Nurses (ME-MSN)

San Francisco 60
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None
Fall: Apr 1
Spring: Sep 1
Summer: Jan 15

Fall, Spring, & 
Summer

2 years 3.0 2 letters Science: 7 years CNL

Western University 
of Health Sciences
Entry Level Masters 
Program (MSN-E)

Pomona 60
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None October 1 Fall ~3 years
3.0
prerequisites C or 
better

3 letters;
2 academic
1 professional

Not specified. 
ANL
CNL
AMB

Last updated 11/28/16. 
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Nursing (Accelerated B.S.N.) Prerequisites

General 
Biology

General 
Chemistry

Organic 
Chemistry

Biochemistry Physiology
Human 

Anatomy Microbiology Nutrition
Lifespan 
Human 

Development*

General 
Psychology Statistics Calculus

Critical 
Thinking Communication

English 
Composition

Other

California State 
University, 
Northridge

__
6 Units

(with lab) __ __
6 Units

(with lab)
5 Units

(with lab)
6 Units

(with lab) __ __ __ 6 units __ __
5 Units Oral

 5 Units Written __ __

California State 
University, San 
Marcos

__
Introductory Inorganic, Organic, Biochem 
course for pre-nursing students required

12 Units
 (with lab)

6 Units
 (with lab) __ __ 5 Units __ 5 Units

5 Units Oral
 5 Units Written __ __

Concordia 
University, Irvine __

6 Units
(with lab) __ __

6 Units
 (with lab)

6 Units
 (with lab)

6 Units
 (with lab) 5 Units 5 Units 5 Units 5 Units __ __ 5 Units Oral 5 Units 5 Units Intro to 

Soc or Anthro

Emory University __
6 Units

(with lab) __ __
12 Units

 (with lab) Required Recommended Required __
Introductory 

Statistics 
Required

__ __ __ __ __

Loma Linda 
University

__ __ 4 Units
(with lab)

4 Units
(with lab)

8 Units
 (with lab)

5 Units
Medical Microbio 

 (with lab)
__ 4 Units 4 Units 4 Units __ __ 4 Units Oral 9 Units

Additional Physics,  
Physicial Education 
requirements. See 

website.

MCPHS University __
12 Units

(with lab) __ __
12 Units

 (with lab)
6 Units

 (with lab) __ __ __ 5 Units __ __ __ __ __

Michigan State 
University

__ Required __ __ Required Required Required __ Required __ __ __ __
Pathophysiology 
& Pharmacology 

required

New York 
University __

1 Quarter
(with lab) __ __ 3 Quarters 1 Quarter 1 Quarter 1 Quarter __ 1 Quarter __ __ __ __ __

Northern Arizona 
University __

6 Units
(with lab) __ __

12 Units
 (with lab)

6 Units
(with lab) 5 Units 5 Units 5 Units 5 Units __ __ __ __ __

Quinniplac 
University __ __ __ __

12 Units
 (with lab)

6 Units
 (with lab) __ __ __ 5 Units __ __ __ __ __

Samuel Merritt 
University

__ 6 Units
(with lab)

__ __
6 Units

(with lab)
6 Units

(with lab)
6 Units

(with lab)
5 Units 5 Units __ 5 Units __ 5 Units 5 Units 

Interpersonal
5 Units

Add'l Sociology, 
Pharmacology, 

Pathophysiology 
requirements. See 

website.

San Diego State 
University __

General or Organic
(with lab)

__
6 Units

 (with lab)
6 Units

 (with lab)
6 Units

 (with lab) __ __ __ 1 Quarter __ 5 Units
5 Units Oral

 5 Units Written __ __

University of 
Colorado __ See website. __ __ Required Required

1 Quarter
 (lab recommended) __ __ __ 1 Quarter __ __ __ __ __

University of 
Nebraska

__ 6 Units __ __ 12 Units 6 Units 5 Units 5 Units 5 Units 5 Units __ __ __ 9 Units

Add'l Sociology, 
Ethics, Humanities 
requirements. See 

website. 

University of South 
Florida

5 Units
 (any biology, chemistry, physics or 

biochemistry)
__

12 Units
 (with lab) 6 Units 5 Units 5 Units

5 Units
 (any psych 

course)
5 Units __ __ __ __ __

This chart is a guide only. Always check individual school websites before applying. 
•  Units shown are quarter units
•  If number of units required is not listed, then school does not specify.                                                 
•  If you have any questions, contact the school or visit the school website. 

*  To fulfill the Lifespan Human Development requirement, you must complete the entire HDE 100ABC series or the equivalent at a community college. Last updated 12/2016.



Nursing (Entry Level MSN) Prerequisites

General 
Biology

General 
Chemistry

Organic 
Chemistry

Physiology
Human 
Anatomy

Microbiology Nutrition
Lifespan 
Human 

Development*

General 
Psychology

Statistics Sociology
Critical 
Thinking

Communication
English 

Composition
Biochemistry Other

Azusa Pacific 
University

__ __
5 Units 
(with lab)

6 Units
(with lab)

6 Units
(with lab)

6 Units
(with lab)

__ 5 Units 5 Units 5 Units __ __
9 Units Verbal 

and Written
__ 1 Unit

Research Methods
5 Units

Boston College __ 2 Quarters __
1 Quarter
(with lab)

1 Quarter
(with lab)

1 Quarter
(with lab)

__ 1 Quarter __ 1 Quarter
1 Quarter

(See website.)
__ __ __ __

Pathophysiology
1 Quarter

California Baptist 
University

__ __ 1 Quarter
1 Quarter
(with lab)

1 Quarter
(with lab)

1 Quarter
(with lab)

__ 1 Quarter __ 1 Quarter
1 Quarter
(or anthro)

__ __ __ 1 Quarter __

Columbia 
University

__ __ __ 1 Quarter 1 Quarter 1 Quarter 1 Quarter 1 Quarter __ 1 Quarter __ __ __ 1 Quarter __ __

Johns Hopkins 
University

__ __ __
5 Units

(with lab)
5 Units

(with lab)
5 Units

(with lab)
3 Units 5 Units __

5 Units
__ __ __ __ __ __

Georgetown 
University

__
6 Units

(general, organic, biochemistry 
with lab)

6 Units
(with lab)

6 Units
(with lab)

6 Units
(with lab)

5 Units 5 Units __ 5 Units __ __ __ __ __ __

Ohio State 
University

__ __ __
5 Units 5 Units

(with lab)
5 Units

(with lab)
5 Units __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Pharmacology
3 Units

Samuel Merritt 
University

__ 6 Units __
6 Units

(with lab)
6 Units

(with lab)
6 Units

(with lab)
3 Units 5 Units __ 4 units

4 Units
(or anthro)

4 Units
4 Units
(group)

4 Units --
Social Science 

Electives
4 Units

San Francisco 
State University

__ 2 Quarters __
1 Quarter
(with lab)

1 Quarter
(with lab)

1 Quarter
(with lab)

__ -- -- 1 Quarter __ 1 Quarter 1 Quarter Verbal 1 Quarter __ __

University of 
Arizona

__ 3 Quarters __
2 Quarters
(with labs)

2 Quarters 2 Quarters 2 Quarters __ 2 Quarters __ __ __ __ __ __

University of 
California, Davis

__
5 Units

(with lab)
__

5 Units
(with lab)

5 Units
(with lab)

3 Units
(with lab)

__ 3 Units 3 Units 4 Units
3 Units

(or anthro)
__

9 Units 
(group, verbal, 

written)
__ __ __

University of 
California, Irvine

__ See website.
1 Quarter
(with lab)

1 Quarter
(with lab)

1 Quarter
(with lab)

__ 1 Quarter __ 1 Quarter __ __ __ __ __ __

University of 
California, Los 
Angeles

__
See website for approved 

courses.
4 Units

(with lab)
4 Units

(with lab)
4 Units __ __ 4 Units 4 Units __ __

4 Units
(Group or 

Verbal)
2 Quarters __

Epidemiology
4 Units

University of 
California, San 
Francisco

__ __ __
3 Units

(with lab)
3 Units

(with lab)
3 Units

(with lab)
3 Units __ 3 Units 3 Units __ __ __ __ __ __

University of 
Illinois at Chicago

__
6 Units

(general, organic or 
biochemistry)

6 Units
(with lab)

6 Units
(with lab)

5 Units __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
Research Methods

5 Units

University of 
Minnesota

__ 5 Units __ 5 Units 5 Units
5 Units

(lab 
recommended)

3 Units 5 Units __ 5 Units __ __ __ __ __

Human Pathology
5 Units;

Abnormal Psychology
5 Units

University of San 
Diego

__ __ __
1 Quarter
(with lab)

1 Quarter
(with lab)

1 Quarter
(with lab)

1 Quarter
1 Quarter

(intro, general, or 
developmental)

1 Quarter
1 Quarter
(or anthro)

__
1 Quarter
(Verbal)

1 Quarter __ __

University of San 
Francisco

__ __ __
6 Units

(with lab)
6 Units

(with lab)
6 Units

(with lab)
3 Units 5 Units 1 Quarter 1 Quarter __ __

9 Units (written, 
oral, group)

__ __
24 Units natural, 

behavioral, and/or 
social sciences

Vanderbilt 
University

__ __ __ 6 Units 6 Units 5 Units 3 Units 5 Units __ 5 Units __ __ __ __ __ __

Western University 
of Health Sciences

__ __ __
6 Units

(with lab)
6 Units

(with lab)
6 Units

(with lab)
5 Units

5 Units
(intro, general or 
developmental)

5 Units __ __
9 Units

(English comp, verbal, writing)
__ __

This chart is a guide only. Always check individual school websites before applying. Rev. 12/09/2016

•  Units shown are quarter units. Some requirements shown are estimated equivalents to semester units. 

•  If number of units required is not listed, then school does not specify.                                                 

•  If you have any questions, contact the school or visit the school website. 

*  To fulfill the Lifespan Human Development requirement, you must complete the entire HDE 100ABC series or the equivalent at a community college. 



Most schools require: 
General Chemistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CHE 2AB 
Physiology w/ Lab . . . . . . . . . . . .NPB 101 or NPB 110ABC, NPB 101L 
Human Anatomy w/ Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .EXB 106 & EXB 106L 
Microbiology w/Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MIC 102, MIC 103L or 104L 
Statistics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .STA 13 or STA 100  

Some schools require: 
Organic Chemistry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CHE 8AB 
Nutrition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NUT 10 or NUT 11 
Lifespan Human Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . HDE 100ABC 
Psychology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PSC 1 
Oral Communication . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CMN 1, CMN 5, or CMN 120 
English and/or Written Communication . . . . . . . . . . . . . .UWP courses 
Sociology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SOC 1 
Anthropology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ANT 2 
Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PHI 5 or PHI 15 

Always check your major requirements before choosing classes.



Most schools require: 
General Chemistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CHE 2AB 
Physiology w/ Lab . . . . . . . . . . . .NPB 101 or NPB 110ABC, NPB 101L 
Human Anatomy w/ Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .EXB 106 & EXB 106L 
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Sociology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SOC 1 
Anthropology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ANT 2 
Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PHI 5 or PHI 15 

Always check your major requirements before choosing classes.
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Most programs require: 
General Chemistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CHE 2AB 
Physiology w/ Lab . . . . . . . . . . . .NPB 101 or NPB 110ABC, NPB 101L 
Human Anatomy w/ Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .EXB 106 & EXB 106L 
Microbiology w/Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MIC 102, MIC 103L or 104L 
Statistics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .STA 13 or STA 100  

Some programs also require: 
Organic Chemistry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CHE 8AB 
Nutrition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NUT 10 or NUT 11 
Lifespan Human Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . HDE 100ABC 
Psychology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PSC 1 
Oral Communication . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CMN 1, CMN 5, or CMN 120 
English and/or Written Communication . . . . . . . . . . . . . .UWP courses 
Sociology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SOC 1 
Anthropology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ANT 2 
Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PHI 5 or PHI 15 

Always check your major requirements before choosing classes.
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HESI Admission Assessment Exam  (HESI A2) 
• English Language (Reading Comprehension, Vocabulary & 

General Knowledge, Grammar) 
Math (Basic Math Skills) 

• Science (Biology, Chemistry, Anatomy & Physiology) 
• Learner Profile (Learning Style, Personality Profile)  

Test of Essential Academic Skills (TEAS) 
• Reading (Paragraph/Passage Comprehension) 
• Math (Algebra, Data Interpretation, etc.) 
• Science (Human Body Science, Life Science, Earth & Physical 

Science, Scientific Reasoning) 
• English & Language Usage (Grammar & Word Meanings, 

Spelling & Punctuation, Structure)
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HESI Admission Assessment Exam  (HESI A2) 
• English Language (Reading Comprehension, Vocabulary & 

General Knowledge, Grammar) 
Math (Basic Math Skills) 

• Science (Biology, Chemistry, Anatomy & Physiology) 
• Learner Profile (Learning Style, Personality Profile) 

Graduate Record Examination (GRE)  
• Verbal Reasoning (Reading Comprehension, Text Completion, 

Sentence Equivalence) 
• Quantitative Reasoning (Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Data 

Analysis) 
• Analytical Writing (2 timed-writing essays)e
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Experiences 
• Employment 
• Patient / Healthcare Experience 
• Community Enrichment 

Achievements 
• Awards 
• Honors 

Licensure & Certifications

NursingCas categories



Clinical Experiences 
• Health Related Internships 
• EMT 
• Student-Run Clinics 
• Medical Assistant 
• Certified Nursing Assistant 
• Phlebotomy Technician 
• Child / Elderly Care 
• Shadowing 

Other experiences to consider… 
• Washington Program Internships 
• Summer camps 
• Pre-Nursing Club & other health-related clubs 

Think outside the box!
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ELMSN Nursing Programs in California
Below is a snapshot of information and admissions requirements for ELMSN/MEPN programs in California. Please note that 
requirements are subject to change. Check all program websites before applying. 

Name of Program Location Class Size Degree 
Awarded

Health Care 
Experience Hours

Exam Application 
Deadline

Start Date Program Length GPA LOR Prerequisite 
Expiration

Specialty 
Offered

Azusa University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

Azusa
Inland Empire
San Diego

Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

None None
Fall: Nov 1
Spring: Mar 1
Summer: July 1

Fall, Spring, & 
Summer

4 years
3.0
3.0 science

3 letters;
2 professional
1 personal

Not specified. Yes

California Baptist 
University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

Riverside 40
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

PAX-RN December 1 Summer 3.5 - 4 years
3.0
C or better

3 letters;
1 personal
1 academic
1 employer

None No

Charles R Drew 
University of 
Medicine and 
Science

Los Angeles Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

None HESI A2
Fall: Mar 1
Spring: Sep 1
Summer: Feb 1

Fall, Spring, & 
Summer

2 years
3.0
prerequisites B or better

3 letters 5 years CNL

Samuel Merritt 
University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

Oakland
Sacramento

54 CM
66 FNP

Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

HESI A2
Fall: Dec 1
Spring: July 1

Fall & Spring ~2 - 3 years
3.0
3.0 science
prerequsites C or better

2 letters;
1 academic
1 healthcare 
professional

Not specified. Yes

San Francisco State 
University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

San Francisco Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

GRE February 1 Fall 3 years
3.0
prerequisites C or better

3 letters;
min 1 from 
healthcare 
experience

Not specified. Yes

UCD
Masters Entry 
Program in Nursing

Sacramento Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None August 1 Summer 2 years
3.0
2.7 science
prerequisites C or better

3 letters;
academic & 
professional

7 years No

UCLA
MSN – Masters Entry 
Clinical Nurse 
(MECN)

Los Angeles 50
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

None None November 1 Fall 2 years
3.0
prerequisites C or better

3 letters Not specified. CNL

UCSF
Masters Entry 
Program in Nursing

San Francisco 60
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Evidence of volunteer 
or work experience in 
a hospital/clinical 
setting

GRE September 1 Fall 3 years 3.0
4-5 letters;
academic & 
professional

Statistics: 3 years Yes

University of San 
Diego
Master's Entry 
Program in Nursing 
(for non-RNs)

San Diego Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Minimum 100 hours 
volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting.

None November 1 Fall 2 years
3.0
science B or better

3 letters;
academic & 
professional

None CNL

USF
Master of Science in 
Nursing for Non-
Nurses (ME-MSN)

San Francisco 60
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None
Fall: Apr 1
Spring: Sep 1
Summer: Jan 15

Fall, Spring, & 
Summer

2 years 3.0 2 letters Science: 7 years CNL

Western University 
of Health Sciences
Entry Level Masters 
Program (MSN-E)

Pomona 60
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None October 1 Fall ~3 years
3.0
prerequisites C or 
better

3 letters;
2 academic
1 professional

Not specified. 
ANL
CNL
AMB

Last updated 11/28/16. 
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Winter 2021

Spring 2021

Example: Applying to UC Davis Master’s Entry Program
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Example: Applying to UC Davis Master’s Entry Program

start nursing school
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Pre-Health Application Timeline
Winter 2017

Spring 2017

Summer 2017

Fall 2017

Winter 2018

Spring 2018

Summer 2018

Fall 2018

Winter 2019

Spring 2019

Summer 2019

Fall 2019

Winter 2020

Spring 2020

Summer 2020

Fall 2020

Winter 2021

Spring 2021

Example: Applying to UC Davis Master’s Entry Program

start nursing school

Apply using nursingcas

Graduate

write personal statement, Ask for LORs

research school deadlines & application instructions
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