
ELMSN Nursing Programs in California
Below is a snapshot of information and admissions requirements for ELMSN/MEPN programs in California. Please note that 
requirements are subject to change. Check all program websites before applying. 

Name of Program Location Class Size Degree 
Awarded

Health Care 
Experience Hours

Exam Application 
Deadline

Start Date Program Length GPA LOR Prerequisite 
Expiration

Specialty 
Offered

Azusa University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

Azusa
Inland Empire
San Diego

Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

None None
Fall: Nov 1
Spring: Mar 1
Summer: July 1

Fall, Spring, & 
Summer

4 years
3.0
3.0 science

3 letters;
2 professional
1 personal

Not specified. Yes

California Baptist 
University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

Riverside 40
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

PAX-RN December 1 Summer 3.5 - 4 years
3.0
C or better

3 letters;
1 personal
1 academic
1 employer

None No

Charles R Drew 
University of 
Medicine and 
Science

Los Angeles Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

None HESI A2
Fall: Mar 1
Spring: Sep 1
Summer: Feb 1

Fall, Spring, & 
Summer

2 years
3.0
prerequisites B or better

3 letters 5 years CNL

Samuel Merritt 
University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

Oakland
Sacramento

54 CM
66 FNP

Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

HESI A2
Fall: Dec 1
Spring: July 1

Fall & Spring ~2 - 3 years
3.0
3.0 science
prerequsites C or better

2 letters;
1 academic
1 healthcare 
professional

Not specified. Yes

San Francisco State 
University
Entry Level Mastes of 
Science in Nursing

San Francisco Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

GRE February 1 Fall 3 years
3.0
prerequisites C or better

3 letters;
min 1 from 
healthcare 
experience

Not specified. Yes

UCD
Masters Entry 
Program in Nursing

Sacramento Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None August 1 Summer 2 years
3.0
2.7 science
prerequisites C or better

3 letters;
academic & 
professional

7 years No

UCLA
MSN – Masters Entry 
Clinical Nurse 
(MECN)

Los Angeles 50
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

None None November 1 Fall 2 years
3.0
prerequisites C or better

3 letters Not specified. CNL

UCSF
Masters Entry 
Program in Nursing

San Francisco 60
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Evidence of volunteer 
or work experience in 
a hospital/clinical 
setting

GRE September 1 Fall 3 years 3.0
4-5 letters;
academic & 
professional

Statistics: 3 years Yes

University of San 
Diego
Master's Entry 
Program in Nursing 
(for non-RNs)

San Diego Not specified
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Minimum 100 hours 
volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting.

None November 1 Fall 2 years
3.0
science B or better

3 letters;
academic & 
professional

None CNL

USF
Master of Science in 
Nursing for Non-
Nurses (ME-MSN)

San Francisco 60
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None
Fall: Apr 1
Spring: Sep 1
Summer: Jan 15

Fall, Spring, & 
Summer

2 years 3.0 2 letters Science: 7 years CNL

Western University 
of Health Sciences
Entry Level Masters 
Program (MSN-E)

Pomona 60
Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Volunteer or work 
experience in a 
hospital/clinical setting 
highly recommended

None October 1 Fall ~3 years
3.0
prerequisites C or 
better

3 letters;
2 academic
1 professional

Not specified. 
ANL
CNL
AMB
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